
The Board of Trustees of  
Teaneck Public Library 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

August 9, 2018 
 

Call to Order, Attendance 
Joy Charles called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees to order at 6:32 PM with 
a formal reading of the latest iteration of the Open Public Meetings Act, indicating that adequate 
notice of the meeting was provided by way of an annual schedule that was posted in the Library, 
on the Library’s website, and in the Bergen Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite 
newspapers. 
 
Trustees Present: Joy Charles, Benjy Burnat, Evalyn Brownstein, Myron Chaitovsky, Lillian 

Lewis, Paul Ostrow, and Dr. Henry Pruitt. 
 
Trustees Absent: Karen Langford. 
 
Also Present: Allen McGinley, Library Director; Cheryl Baker, Friends of the Library. 
 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees reviewed the minutes for the month of June. Benjy Burnat noted the 
misspelling of his name in the June minutes. Paul Ostrow made a motion to accept the minutes. 
Evalyn Brownstein seconded, and the minutes were accepted. 
 

Report from the Friends of the Library 
Cheryl Baker, Friends of the Library, announced that the Friends will be adding new 
membership levels and benefits in their upcoming mailing. These new levels will include an 
option for a Family Membership. 
 



Director’s Report 
Allen McGinley noted that he met with Anthony Iovino and Department Heads from the Library 
on June 28 to discuss plans for a Library renovation, and that work had began on the narrative 
application in advance of the NJ Library Construction Bond Grant applications being opened in 
Fall 2018. The Board also discussed the Township’s proposed bond ordinance, which includes 
the replacement of the cooling tower on the roof of the Library, and $500,000 in matching funds 
for the NJ Library Construction Bond Grant. 
 
Allen McGinley announced that the Township’s municipal budget was adopted at the July 17 
Town Council meeting, including the Library’s budget of $2,319,821, which represented a 1.32% 
decrease from 2017. 
 
Mr. McGinley offered a report on various summer activities sponsored by, or in conjunction with, 
the Library, including the well-received stuffed toy sleepover, Juice Box Jam, and a “Libraries 
Rock” summer reading kickoff party. The Library also participated in the 2018 National Night Out 
featuring information on future programs, a drop-in craft project, and a hands-on STEM activity 
for children. 
 
Allen McGinley provided an update to the Board on the redesign of the Library’s website, which 
is expected to be completed by September 1. Mr. McGinley also announced several additional 
technology updates, including the purchase of a people counter for the front vestibule, the 
installation of a large type keyboard on the assistive technology computer, and BCCLS’ 
implementation of SmartPay to allow patrons to pay fines/fees online with a credit card. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Paul Ostrow reviewed the Treasurer’s Report including the operating budget, bill list, and 
miscellaneous account report with the Board for the months of June and July. Benji Burnat 
moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Evalyn Brownstein seconded, and the Report was 
accepted. 

 
New Business 

Board Meeting Location 
The Board discussed the possibility of moving the location of future Board meetings to a 
meeting room in the lower level of the municipal building. The Board discussed the benefit of the 
municipal building offering a more conducive space, and presenting less of an inconvenience to 



staff by having Board meetings in the staff room. The Board also discussed the possible 
violation of the Board’s by-laws which indicates that “regular meetings shall be held at the 
Teaneck Public Library”. The Board noted that future reconstruction of the Library envisions a 
meeting room within the building, which would resolve this issue. The Board reaffirmed the need 
to review Board by-laws, but agreed that no action would be taken on the meeting location at 
this time. 

Garden to Nurture Human Understanding 
Allen McGinley provided an update on the Garden to Nurture Human Understanding project. He 
reported that upon the beginning of his employment on July 2, he was notified that there was 
still funding in the $85,000 grant from the Department of Community Affairs that needed to be 
spent by July 31. To ensure that this funding could be spent, Mr. McGinley submitted a revision 
to the DCA to request a modification to the grant end date to be September 30.  
 
Mr. McGinley also reported that the phase one check from the DCA for $42,500 was mistakenly 
issued to the Township, but the Library had been paying the grant expenditures from the repair 
and maintenance line of the Library budget. Mr. McGinley agreed to follow-up with the Township 
about the process for crediting this grant payment to the Library’s budget.  
 
Dr. Pruitt indicated his willingness to arrange for a meeting between Mr. McGinley and Town 
Manager Broughton to arrange for the crediting of the Library’s budget from the phase one 
check that was mistakenly made out to the Township. 
 
Evalyn Brownstein noted that Dr. Pruitt’s presence at the meeting and his willingness to 
intervene was illustrative of the pressing need for a liaison between the Library and the Town 
Council. She expressed the sentiment of the entire Board when she welcomed his presence. 
 
Mr. McGinley also reported that the DCA notified him that the phase two payment of $42,500 
could only be issued to the Library as a reimbursement, once the grant funds had been 
expended. Mr. McGinley indicated that Senator Weinberg’s office was unaware of this detail of 
the grant terms and he would follow-up with the Senator’s office about how to proceed at a 
previously scheduled meeting on August 23. 

Closed 
President Charles moved that the Board enter closed session for discussion of personnel items. 
Following a brief discussion, President Charles moved that the Board return to regular session.  



Personnel: N/A 

Adjournment 
There being no other business to discuss, Paul Ostrow made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Benjy Burnat seconded, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.  
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Myron Chaitovsky, Secretary 

 
Prepared by Allen McGinley 

 
 
 
 


