
The Board of Trustees of  
Teaneck Public Library 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

September 6, 2018 

Call to Order, Attendance 
Joy Charles called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees to order at 6:30 PM with 
a formal reading of the latest iteration of the Open Public Meetings Act, indicating that adequate 
notice of the meeting was provided by way of an annual schedule that was posted in the Library, 
on the Library’s website, and in the Bergen Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite 
newspapers. 
 
Trustees Present: Joy Charles, Benjy Burnat, Evalyn Brownstein, Myron Chaitovsky, Lillian 

Lewis, Paul Ostrow, and Terry Corallo. 
 
Trustees Absent: Karen Langford, Dr. Henry Pruitt. 
 
Also Present: Allen McGinley, Library Director; Amy Sears, Head of Youth Services; 

Cheryl Baker, Friends of the Library. 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees reviewed the minutes for the month of August. Paul Ostrow made a 
motion to accept the minutes without change. Lillian Lewis seconded, and the minutes were 
accepted. 

Report from the Friends of the Library 
Cheryl Baker, Friends of the Library, announced that the Friends will sending a mailing outlining 
a new set of membership options, including a Family membership of $25 per annum. Single 
membership is set at $15 per annum. 

Director’s Report 
The Library Director reported that he met with Town Clerk Issa Abbasi on August 16 and 28 to 
discuss the procedure for crediting the Library’s FY18 budget for the $42,500 inadvertently 



issued to the Township. The Town Clerk indicated that a Chapter 159 Resolution would need to 
be passed by Town Council in order to approve the transfer of funds. Mr. McGinley also 
reported that the Department of Community Affairs has agreed to issue the second phase of 
grant funding from the $85,000 FY18 grant to the LIbrary as an advance in the amount of 
$42,500. 
 
The Library’s Summer Reading Program was very busy this year with 99 programs, 1,205 prizes 
earned, and 445,307 pages read. The Summer Reading Program also featured a grand finale 
event at the Library on August 23 with a family-friendly performance by musician Yosi. 
 
The Fire Department provided assistance to applicants for the civil service Fire Fighter exam on 
August 15 and 27. This was presented in partnership between the Library and the Teaneck Fire 
Department, and was so well-attended on August 15 that the second event was moved to the 
auditorium.  
 
The Library Director reported on library administration’s work with Bergen county graphic 
designer Blue Tomato Graphics to refresh the Library’s brand and develop an updated version 
of the logo. The new logo features a stylized depiction of the Library’s famed arched windows 
that feature prominently in Teaneck’s historic library building. The variety of colors highlighted in 
the window panes represent Teaneck’s rich diversity, with a pop of red at the center to 
symbolize the Library at the heart of the community. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Paul Ostrow reviewed the Treasurer’s Report including the operating budget, bill list, and 
miscellaneous account report with the Board for the month of August. Mr. Ostrow indicated that 
the bill list appeared large, but Allen McGinley provided an analysis of the bill list and indicated 
that the Library’s expenditures were on track, with approximately 67% of the annual budget 
spent to date. Myron Chaitovsky moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Paul Ostrow 
seconded, and the Report was accepted without change. 

Old Business 

Program to Introduce the Library Director 
Plans for The Next Chapter, a program designed to introduce Director McGinley to the 
community-at-large were discussed. Allen McGinley agreed to confirm a date in October based 
on auditorium availability and share the date with the Board following the Board meeting. 

Review of the Board By-laws 
At President Charles’ direction, a sub-committee consisting of Benjy Burnat and Evalyn 
Brownstein was formed to review the Board of Trustee by-laws with a mind to suggesting 



revisions and updates as needed. Samples of other Library’s Board by-laws were distributed to 
assist the committee. 

New Business 

Audit of Miscellaneous Account 
An audit of the Library’s miscellaneous account was performed by the accounting firm of 
Weinstein & Weinstein, P.C. The audit found no reportable conditions of materials weaknesses, 
but did make several recommendations. The recommendations were 1) to implement a system 
to reduce the daily differences between the register tape and the actual deposits, 2) acquire and 
implement accounting software such as Quick Books to improve audit trail and accuracy of 
monthly year to date figures, 3) preparation of an annual budget for the miscellany fund account 
giving more attention to future year financial expectations, and 4) ensure that all unincorporated 
entities and/or individuals are given a W-9, and a 1099 if they are paid more than $600 for the 
year. 
 
Paul Ostrow moved to: 
 
(i) include the memorandum of these recommendations [Doc 18-08] in the minutes, and 
(ii) implement immediately the fourth recommendation, and to adopt the remaining three 
recommended changes by the first quarter of 2019. 
 
Evalyn Brownstein seconded, and the motion was approved. 

Internet Use Policy 
The Director proposed [Doc 18-09], attached, a policy on Internet Use within the Library. These 
are intended as guidelines to assist our Library staff when issues of possible misuse arise. Upon 
the recommendation of President Charles, it was agreed to withhold implementation of these 
guidelines until they can be reviewed by our attorney. 
 

Public Remarks: N/A 

Personnel 
Allen McGinley provided an update on the Teen Librarian position. He indicated that the position 
had been posted with a closing date of September 21. The Library had already received 10-15 
applicants. 



Next Meeting 
The next meeting for the Board of Trustees is scheduled for October 6 at 6:30 PM. 

Adjournment 
On motion by Paul Ostrow, Evalyn Brownstein seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 7:50 
PM. 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Myron Chaitovsky, Secretary 

 
Prepared by Allen McGinley 


