
The Board of Trustees of  
Teaneck Public Library 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

October 4, 2018 

Call to Order, Attendance 
Joy Charles called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees to order at 6:35 PM with 
a formal reading of the latest iteration of the Open Public Meetings Act, indicating that adequate 
notice of the meeting was provided by way of an annual schedule that was posted in the Library, 
on the Library’s website, and in the Bergen Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite 
newspapers. 
 
Trustees Present: Joy Charles, Benjy Burnat, Evalyn Brownstein, Myron Chaitovsky, Lillian 

Lewis. 
 
Trustees Absent: Karen Langford, Dr. Henry Pruitt, Paul Ostrow, and Terry Corallo. 
 
Also Present: Allen McGinley, Library Director; Cheryl Baker, Friends of the Library. 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees reviewed the minutes for the month of September. Evalyn Brownstein 
made a motion to accept the minutes without change. Lillian Lewis seconded, and the minutes 
were accepted. 

Report from the Friends of the Library 
Cheryl Baker reported that new membership forms had been distributed. All Board of Trustees 
members were urged to join if they had not already done so. Ms. Baker reported that the 
Friends will be sponsoring New Jersey Makers Day at the Library in March 2019. Liberty 
Science Center and the Newark Museum will also be participating locations at the annual event. 
Library staff will be meeting to plan New Jersey Makers Day activities at the Library. 



Director’s Report 
The Library Director reported that the Township’s grant writer Oliver Starnes had been in touch 
to discuss ideas regarding the Library’s planned request for Library Construction Bond funds 
from the State. The actual application forms and questionnaire will not be available before 
Spring 2019. 
 
The Library has received both halves of the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 
(DCA) grant for the Garden of Human Understanding project, the first half credited to the 
Library’s account already, and the remainder - paid to the Township, again - to be credited to 
the Library. 
 
The Director has commenced work on the FY19 budget request to be submitted to the Acting 
Town Manager in late October. 
 
Mr. McGinley announced that State minimum funding numbers (⅓ of a mill) were released for 
2019, indicating an increase of $90,000 for Teaneck Public Library. He indicated that an 
increase in library funding could be used to expand digital content services. 
 
Allen McGinley reported that the Library had started work on a potential project called Fade to 
Books, which seeks to place books in barber shops to encourage reading, particularly among 
young boys in communities of color. He indicated that the State Library was no longer supplying 
grant funding for this project, but Bridge of Books Foundation may be willing to donate books, 
and Mr. McGinley planned to approach the Teaneck Rotary Club to gauge their interest in 
sponsoring the project. 
 
The Library Director reported that Senior Library Assistant Lena Leacock has been accepted 
into a Masters Degree program at the San Jose State University School of Information (iSchool), 
and that Ms. Leacock would like to request a stipend towards her tuition expenses. The Board 
did not take any formal action on the request, but agreed that the Library should have a written 
policy regarding a tuition reimbursement program. 

Treasurer’s Report 
In Treasurer Paul Ostrow’s absence, the Library Director reviewed the Treasurer’s Report 
including the operating budget, bill list, and miscellaneous account report with the Board for the 
month of September. Evalyn Brownstein moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Lillian Lewis 
seconded, and the Report was accepted without change. 



Old Business 

Program to Introduce the Library Director 
The Next Chapter: Community Conversation will be held on Sunday, October 21, at 2:00 PM, 
and will serve as Director McGinley’s formal introduction to the community. Planned as a 
“listening tour”, it is an opportunity for members of the public at large to share their own ideas 
(and concerns) about the future of the Library. Five staff members are involved with the 
planning of this event, and some plan to attend, as well. Light kosher refreshments will be 
provided. 

Internet Use Policy 
Per Board request, the Library’s draft Internet and Computer Use Policy was reviewed by 
attorney Annemarie Greenan of Bratti Greenan LLC, and recommendations were implemented. 
Benjy Burnat moved that the Internet and Computer Use Policy be adopted without exception, 
and Lillian Lewis seconded. The motion passed. 
 
It was also suggested that the Library consider retaining an attorney for general counsel. This 
idea was tabled for discussion and vote at the 2019 Reorganization meeting. 

Review of the Board By-laws 
Evalyn Brownstein, Benjy Burnat, and Lillian Lewis agreed to meet and to present a report at 
the next Board meeting. 

New Business 

Update on BCCLS Delivery 
The Library Director reported that the general consensus among member libraries is that 
BCCLS must fund its own delivery service and not rely on third party vendors. One model 
suggests that this would cost each library $9,000 annually. A BCCLS Task Force has been 
formed to study the matter, possibly using the existing Ramapo Catskill Library System as a 
model. 
 



Public Remarks: N/A 

Personnel 
Joy Charles made a motion to move into closed session for consideration of personnel matters. 
Myron Chaitovsky seconded. 
 
Upon motion by Joy Charles, and second by Myron Chaitovsky, the meeting was reopened at 
8:15 PM. 
 
Myron Chaitovsky moved to approve the appointment of Jacqueline Quinn, Senior Librarian, 
Youth Services Department, effective November 20, 2018, contingent on successful completion 
of background checks. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting for the Board of Trustees is scheduled for November 8 at 6:30 PM. 

Adjournment 
On motion by Joy Charles, Benjy Burnat seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
 
 
 

Myron Chaitovsky, Secretary 
 

Prepared by Allen McGinley 


