
The Board of Trustees of  
Teaneck Public Library 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

November 8, 2018 

Call to Order, Attendance 
Joy Charles called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees to order at 6:30 PM with 
a formal reading of the latest iteration of the Open Public Meetings Act, indicating that adequate 
notice of the meeting was provided by way of an annual schedule that was posted in the Library, 
on the Library’s website, and in the Bergen Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite 
newspapers. 
 
Trustees Present: Joy Charles, Benjy Burnat, Evalyn Brownstein, Myron Chaitovsky, Lillian 

Lewis, Terri Corallo, Karen Langford, Paul Ostrow, and Dr. Henry Pruitt. 
 
Trustees Absent: N/A 
 
Also Present: Allen McGinley, Library Director; Margo Franklin, Senior Librarian; Cheryl 

Baker, Friends of the Library. 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees reviewed the minutes for the month of October. Terri Corallo made a 
motion to accept the minutes without change. Evalyn Brownstein seconded, and the minutes 
were accepted by a vote of 7-0 with 2 abstentions. 

Report from the Friends of the Library 
Cheryl Baker reported that the Sunday afternoon movies and concerts sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library have been well attended. The Friends’ annual Spring Fling has been 
renamed The Gala and is scheduled for Sunday, May 5, 2019. 

Director’s Report 
The Library Director reported that the Library has received the second part of the FY18 grant 
from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, in the amount of $42,500, and that the 



Library has submitted application to the Department of Community Affairs for a FY19 grant in 
the amount of $100,000. The Board thanked Senator Loretta Weinberg. 
 
Treasurer Paul Ostrow reported that the FY 2019 public budget hearing went well. Allen 
McGinley noted that the hearing concerned only the operating budget, as the salary and wages 
request was based on contractual obligations with the Teaneck Public Library Staff Association. 
 
Allen McGinley reported that he had received positive feedback following the Community 
Conversation event in October. Upwards of 60 people were in attendance and there has been a 
continued follow-up from individuals who wish to help or participate in focus groups, or 
otherwise remain engaged. Mr. McGinley reported that several public comments had already 
been addressed, including the request for a traffic study which was made to Interim Township 
Administrator Dean Kazinci, and a maintenance log which is now posted in the public restrooms 
to improve transparency regarding the Library’s cleaning schedule. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Paul Ostrow reviewed the Treasurer’s Report including the operating budget, bill list, and 
miscellaneous account report with the Board for the month of October. Paul Ostrow moved to 
accept the report. Karen Langford seconded, and the report was accepted without change. 

Old Business 

Review of Library Board By-Laws 
Tabled to January 2019. 

New Business 

Emergency Preparedness 
President Joy Charles discussed the importance of the Library having an Emergency Response 
Plan, and active shooter training. The New Jersey State Library offers information on this topic. 
Paul Ostrow suggested that the Director contact the Teaneck Police for additional guidance as 
to how to communicate with staff, patrons, the responsibility of Library staff, etc. Mr. Ostrow also 
recommended the Library Board review Holy Name Medical Center’s active shooter protocols, 
already in place. 

FY19 DCA Grant Resolution 
Paul Ostrow moved that the Board of Trustees authorize the Library to apply for a grant in the 
amount of $100,000 from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, to carry out a 
project to create a garden to nurture human understanding, including the development of a 



Holocaust memorial, an Enslaved Africans memorial, and a supporting educational space at the 
Library. Karen Langford seconded, and the motion was passed without objection. 

2019 Library/Holiday Closing Schedule 
Allen McGinley presented the list of proposed holiday closings for the Library in 2019, based on 
the previous schedule in 2018. Paul Ostrow made a motion to approve the closings, and Evalyn 
Brownstein seconded. The motion was approved without objection. 

2019 Library Board of Trustee Meeting Schedule 
Allen McGinley presented the list of proposed meetings for the Board of Trustees in 2019, 
based on the Board’s 2018 schedule and history of meeting on the first Thursday of each 
month. On Paul Ostrow’s motion, and seconded by Karen Langford, the Board of Trustees 
approved the motion 8-0 with one abstention. 

Public Remarks: N/A 

Personnel 
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy has signed a new Paid Sick Time Law that mandates all 
employees, including student pages, receive paid sick time. Allen McGinley will bring a draft of 
the Library’s new policy to our next meeting. 

Good and Welfare 
Lillian Lewis announced that author Shanequa Davis has requested that her children’s books be 
placed in the Library. 
 
Dr. Henry Pruitt suggested that the Library investigate booking speakers for programs from The 
Historymakers, the nation’s largest African American video oral history collection. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting for the Board of Trustees is scheduled for December 6 at 6:30 PM. 

Adjournment 
On motion by Karen Langford, Terri Corallo seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM. 
 
 

Myron Chaitovsky, Secretary 
Prepared by Allen McGinley 


