
#19-16 

The Board of Trustees of  
Teaneck Public Library 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

February 7, 2019 
Call to Order, Attendance: 
 
Joy Charles called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees to order at 6:31 PM with 
a formal reading of the latest iteration of the Open Public Meetings Act, indicating that adequate 
notice of the meeting was provided by way of an annual schedule that was posted in the Library, 
on the Library’s website, and in the Bergen Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite 
newspapers. 
 
Trustees Present: Joy Charles, Benjy Burnat, Terry Corallo, Evalyn Brownstein, Lillian 

Lewis, Karen Langford, and Paul Ostrow. 
 
Trustees Absent: Myron Chaitovsky. 
 
 
Also Present: Allen McGinley, Library Director; and Cheryl Baker, Friends of the Library. 
 
Upon motion by Paul Ostrow (Benjy Burnat second) the minutes of the previous meeting were 
accepted with one correction to attendance. 
 
Friends’ Report: 
 
a) Cheryl Baker reported that the Annual Book Sale is scheduled for May 16-19 2019.  
b) The Friends will be hosting a Cinco de Mayo gala event on Sunday, May 5, featuring a 
music performance. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
With nothing out of the ordinary in either the budget to date nor the bill list, these were approved 
upon motion by Terry Corallo (Lillian Lewis second). 
 
 Director’s Report: 
 
a) Director McGinley informed the Board that staff received a report of juvenile patrons 
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inadvertently forcing the front door open prior to the Library opening to the public on Sunday, 
January 6. Parent Door Hardware Sales and Service were immediately called on Monday, 
January 7, and the locking mechanism was repaired. 
 
b) The Library kicked off Black History Month with a great turnout for the African Dance Class 
and Drum Demonstration on February 3. 58 people were in attendance. Jacqueline Quinn, 
Senior Librarian, held the fist Teen Advisory Board (TAB) with three teens from the Teaneck 
community. This group will continue to meet monthly and take a leadership role in planning 
upcoming library programs for teens. 
 
c) Director McGinley reported that he scheduled individual meetings with all full time staff in the 
Patron Services Department to discuss concerns expressed in correspondence from the 
Teaneck Public Library Staff Association dated December 4, 2018. He reported that the 
meetings were extremely productive, and several steps will be taken based on these meetings 
to decrease the need for processing of physical library materials and improve workflow in the 
Patron Services Department. 
 
d) Director McGinley reported that he met with several different groups and organizations within 
Teaneck to discuss future partnerships including Sebastian Rodriguez, Teaneck Schools Board 
of Education member and co-founder of R.E.A.L. Teaneck; Tammy Molinelli, Executive Director, 
Bergen County Workforce Development; and Alexa Fantacone, Executive Director, Teaneck 
Creek Conservancy. 
 
Old Business: 
 
a) Paid Sick Leave Policy. The Board discussed the proposed Paid Sick Leave Policy, following 
review and suggested changes by the attorney. Terry Corallo mentioned the possibility of 
utilizing more volunteers to supplement part-time hours, which will carry a higher cost due to the 
proposed Paid Sick Leave Policy. There was a discussion of volunteer programs at other 
institutions including Teaneck Public Schools and Fairleigh Dickinson University. Director 
McGinley indicated that the Library would investigate developing a more formal youth volunteer 
program, which would provide a great service to the community because many young people 
are in need of community service hours. Following this discussion, Evalyn Brownstein moved to 
adopt the Paid Sick Leave Policy (Resolution LB-19-2) following attorney review, and Terry 
Corallo seconded. The resolution was adopted. 
 
New Business: 
 

a) 2018 Annual Report. Director McGinley presented the 2018 Annual Report to the Board 
of Trustees. Terry Corallo suggested including a list of the Board of Trustees in the 
report. The Board noted several typographical changes.  

b) BCCLS Certification of Agreement. Director McGinley presented the Board with a 
certification of agreement from BCCLS affirming that the Library is in compliance with the 
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requirements of membership, and that the Library is in compliance with BCCLS by-laws, 
and that the Library is in compliance with the policies and procedures of the Bergen 
County Cooperative Library System. Karen Langford moved to approve the BCCLS 
certification of agreement, and Terry Corallo seconded. The motion passed. 

 
Closed: 
 
President Charles moved that the Board enter closed session for the discussion of personnel 
matters. Director McGinley was excused. 
 
President Charles moved that the Board return to public session, and Director McGinley 
returned. 
 
Personnel: 
 
Paul Ostrow moved to increase salaries for part-time employees in the amount of 2.2%, and 
Evalyn Brownstein seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed. (LB-19-4). 
 
Terry Corallo moved to increase the salaries of Allen McGinley, Library Director, to $122,000, 
and Elsa Venticinque, Administrative Assistant, to $32,877.82, both retroactive to January 1, 
2019, and Evalyn Brownstein seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed. (LB-19-3). 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Upon motion by Benjy Burnat (Paul Ostrow, second) the meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM. 
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