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The Board of Trustees of  
Teaneck Public Library 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

March 7, 2019 
Call to Order, Attendance: 
 
Joy Charles called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees to order at 6:31 PM with 
a formal reading of the latest iteration of the Open Public Meetings Act, indicating that adequate 
notice of the meeting was provided by way of an annual schedule that was posted in the Library, 
on the Library’s website, and in the Bergen Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite 
newspapers. 
 
Trustees Present: Joy Charles (President), Benjy Burnat, Evalyn Brownstein, Myron 

Chaitovsky, Terry Corallo, Karen Langford, Lillian Lewis, and Paul 
Ostrow. 

 
Trustees Absent: None. 
 
Also Present: Allen McGinley, Library Director; and Amy Sears, Supervising Librarian. 
 
Minutes 
Minutes of the regular meeting held on February 7, 2019 were reviewed. Upon motion by Paul 
Ostrow (second Benjy Burnat) the minutes were accepted without change. 
 
Friends’ Report  
In the absence of a Friends representative, no report was delivered. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
A. Early closure of the Library during a recent snow emergency brought to light a disparity 
between the working schedules for Library staff and other unionized municipal workers.  (The 
complaint came from the municipal side.) It was the sense of the Library Board of Trustees that 
the Library is an independent agency within the Town structure. Therefore, while we agree to 
consult with the Town Manager (and others as necessary) in determining the need for early 
closure, etc. in the event of weather or other emergencies, any final decision rests with the 
Board, not the Town. In a somewhat related issue, Public Works had not been clearing away 
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snow from our walkways, citing that ‘these were their instructions.’  Director McGinley has 
brought this to the attention of Dean Kazinci, who is investigating further. 
 
B. The Library now has its own Tax ID. While this facilitates some issues (such as with vendors) 
it does not obviate our need for 501 (c)3 status, which would help to stabilize funding and 
enhance our capital campaign. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
The bills list was reviewed as were the monthly financial reports. Upon motion by Myron 
Chaitovsky (Karen Langford second) both were approved. 
 
Communications 
 
Nothing to report 
 
Old Business: 
 
A. 2019 Board Meeting Dates, previously published, were reviewed. To facilitate processing of 
invoices and other monthly reports, it was recommended that meeting dates that fell within the 
first few days of the month be pushed off by one week. The rescheduled meetings are as 
follows: 
 
May 2 moved to May 9;  
August 1 moved to August 8; and 
October 3 moved to October 10  
 
Upon motion by Paul Ostrow (Benjy Burnat seconding) this recommendation was approved. 
Updated information is to be provided to the outlets cited in the Open Meetings Act. 
 
New Business: 
 
A. 2019 Budget Analysis. 
 
Director McGinley reports that while some cuts were made to our overall budget request for FY 
2019, we can persevere with the allocations granted to us, but some tweaks will need to be 
made. Fortunately, our funding is fungible so that overruns on one line can probably be offset by 
savings realized elsewhere. 
 
The Board recommended that a marketing piece be sent to Town Council members, clarifying 
for them where our funding is spent and what is needed to maintain a 21st century municipal 
library. 
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B. Bergen County Grant from BCCLS 
 
Director McGinley informed the Board that Bergen County provides a grant for library service in 
the county. This grant currently goes to BCCLS who uses this grant to reimburse libraries that 
are net lenders (lend more materials to other libraries than their patrons borrow from other 
libraries). McGinley reported that Teaneck currently does not get any of this funding, in part 
because Teaneck patrons borrow materials from other libraries at such a high rate. Director 
McGinley indicated that BCCLS is currently evaluating this process of net lending 
reimbursement, and investigating the possibility of spending this grant funding in another way 
which could potentially have a greater benefit for Teaneck Public Library.  
 
C. BCCLS Advocacy Day 
 
This event is scheduled for March 15 at the Rochelle Park Library from 10 AM -12 NOON. The 
purpose of the event is to enable library supporters to more effectively advocate with 
legislatures for funding. Libraries across the state  need to present a united front on this funding 
issue. Currently, the TPL receives some 40 cents per capita in state aid [down from a one-time 
high of $1.25!] for a total of about $20,000 per year. We need to advocate for the restoration of 
at least a portion of these cuts to our budget. 
 
Allen McGinley, Evalyn Brownstein, and Lillian Lewis, as well as representatives from Friends of 
TPL plan to attend. A report will be issued at the next meeting. 
 
D. New Jersey Makers Day  
 
These are scheduled for Friday, March 22 (at 3 PM) and Sunday, March 24 (12:30 PM to 4:30 
PM) 
 
The programs will feature hands-on STEM activities for children of all ages and demonstrations 
including Scribblebots, 3D printing, kaleidoscope-making, hand tool projects, AI and more. 
 
A range of area schools will be represented including Fairleigh Dickinson University, Teaneck 
High School, Torah Academy of Bergen County, and Maayanot, along with Sylvan Learning 
Center and other community organizations. 
 
E. Garden to Nurture Human Understanding 
 
Director McGinley reported that a second grant for this project, this time in the amount of 
$100,000,   has been awarded to us by the NJ State Department of Community Affairs. While it 
has already been received by the Library, it has not yet been deposited into the Library’s 
account. 
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$84,000 of that total will be distributed evenly to the two current GTNHU sponsoring groups 
upon the presentation of properly documented invoices.. A mechanism to guarantee clarity, 
accuracy, and accountability for this funding is being developed. It is understood that in the 
main, these monies will be used to develop their capital campaign materials. The balance of 
$16,000 is to be used by the Library for joint expenditures related to the Garden to Nurture 
Human Understanding project. 
 
The Board wishes to thank Sen. Loretta Weinberg for her continued interest and facilitation of 
this funding. 
 
In a related development, Terry Corallo reported that artwork created by local school children in 
connection with the GTNHU project is now on display in the public areas of the Library. 
 
Remarks from Public  
 
None 
 
Adjournment 
 
Upon motion by Paul Ostrow (Terry Corallo second) the meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM 
 
 

 
Myron Chaitovsky, Secretary 
Prepared by Allen McGinley 

Approved April 4, 2019 


