
 

The Board of Trustees of  
Teaneck Public Library 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

April 4, 2019 
Call to Order, Attendance: 
 
Joy Charles called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees to order at 6:30 PM with 
a formal reading of the latest iteration of the Open Public Meetings Act, indicating that adequate 
notice of the meeting was provided by way of an annual schedule that was posted in the Library, 
on the Library’s website, and in the Bergen Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite 
newspapers. 
 
Trustees Present: Joy Charles (President), Benjy Burnat, Evalyn Brownstein, Myron 

Chaitovsky, Terry Corallo, and Karen Langford. 
 
Trustees Absent: Lillian Lewis and Paul Ostrow. 
 
Also Present: Allen McGinley, Library Director; Biju Mammen, Principal Library 

Assistant; Margo Franklin, Senior Librarian; Sandi Silverberg, President of 
the Friends; and Cheryl Baker, Friends Liaison. 

 
A discussion was held regarding quorum status, i.e., who does and who does not count in 
determining the presence of a quorum.  The upshot of this discussion is as follows: 

● The Town Council’s representative (currently Dr. Henry Pruitt) is not a voting Trustee, 
while the School Superintendent’s representative (currently Ms. Corallo) is a voting 
Trustee. 

● There appears to be some confusion as to the status of (long-absent Trustee) Ruth 
Gilad. President Charles promised to look into that prior appointment to determine 
whether or not it has lapsed. 

 
At the suggestion of President Charles and others, and without any objection, these 
clarifications are to be entered into the minutes. 
 
Minutes 
Upon motion by Evalyn Brownstein (Karen Langford second), the minutes of the March 2019 
meeting were accepted (unanimously) without change. 
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Friends’ Report  
Cheryl Baker noted that the organization will be presented with a Proclamation at the April 9 
Town Council meeting, naming May as Friends of the Teaneck Public Library Month. Further 
noted was the upcoming Annual Book Sale with May 6-12 set aside for the collection of books, 
May 16-17 as the soft opening (for Friends’ members only), and general sales from May 18-21. 
 
Director’s Report 
 

● Circulation: March was an active month, particularly compared with February. 
● Budget: We are on track overall, but a few line-items need to be monitored to avoid cost 

overruns. Makers’ Day: A big hit with the public, some of its related costs were 
subsidized by Friends of the TPL as a part of their $9,000 annual donation. 

● Mission Possible: Director McGinley attended this State Library-sponsored program 
along with Evalyn Brownstein and Lillian Lewis, as well as Susan Silverman, Friends’ 
president. 

● Director McGinley also reported on two facilities rentals scheduled in April. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
The invoice list and related information were reviewed and upon motion by Karen Langford 
(Terry Corallo, second) accepted without objection. 
 
Old Business: 
 
FY 2019 Budget Update: Despite some cuts made by the Council to our requested allocation, 
we currently receive about $400,000 over the state-mandated minimum. The Board expressed 
its gratitude to the Town Council for its generosity, even as we hope to convince them of the 
need for a larger allocation to keep pace with developments in the field and to meet future 
needs. 
 
New Business: 
 

● Renovation plans: The Town Council has bonded for $500,000 for building upgrades to 
the Library. The Library will apply for matching funds from the State when application 
become available. (In the event that we fail to match the full amount, we will need to 
prioritize our planned changes. The multifamily bathroom on the main floor is a high 
priority, as is more accessible and cohesive Children’s Room space. 

● Teen Services Librarian: She is working very hard and very well in establishing a rapport 
with this cohort. There are plans for a group of teen volunteers group, as well as a Peer 
Advisory Board  

● Overdrive and Kanopy: These are streaming services for e-books and audiobooks. While 
BCCLS supplies some content via Overdrive, the Director plans to purchase additional 
content with priority given to our own residents, obviating the need for them to compete 

Approved May 9, 2019 



 

across the BCCLS system with other active holds. Kanopy offers video streaming largely 
dedicated to documentaries, educational and some feature films, children’s content. As 
the use of DVDs phases out this will act as a replacement/supplementary medium. 

● Live Stream Video Recording (see document 19-32) Further study is required but there 
may be some value in adopting this technology (estimated cost $3,000 one time), 
whether in conjunction with the Garden to Nurture Human Understanding project or in 
allowing us to record and rebroadcast current offerings such as concerts, lectures, Story 
Times (with permissions, licenses, etc). 

 
Remarks from the Public 
 
Sandi Silverberg, President of Friends of TPL, reiterated Ms. Baker’s announcement (above) 
regarding the designation of May 2019 as FTPL Month. 
 
Good and Welfare 
 
Terry Corallo urges all Board members to complete the survey available on the Teaneck 
Schools website, contributing to the data being collected by the Strategic Planning Steering 
Committee to guide them in creating /updating the District’s mission and vision. 
 
In addition, a 5K walk/run is scheduled on the morning of May 5 in Votee Park to benefit the 
District. All are invited to contribute (and to participate). 
 
Closed Session 
 
President Charles briefed the Board on the Civil Service status of the Library Director position. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Upon motion by Karen Langford (Terry Corallo, second), the meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
 

 
Myron Chaitovsky, Secretary 
Prepared by Allen McGinley 
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