
 

The Board of Trustees of  
Teaneck Public Library 

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

May 9, 2019 
Call to Order, Attendance: 
 
Joy Charles called the regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees to order at 6:30 PM with 
a formal reading of the latest iteration of the Open Public Meetings Act, indicating that adequate 
notice of the meeting was provided by way of an annual schedule that was posted in the Library, 
on the Library’s website, and in the Bergen Record and Northern Valley Suburbanite 
newspapers. 
 
Trustees Present: Joy Charles (President), Benjy Burnat, Evalyn Brownstein (Vice 

President), Myron Chaitovsky (Secretary), Lillian Lewis, Paul Ostrow 
(Treasurer), and Karen Langford. 

 
Trustees Absent: Terry Corallo. 
 
Also Present: Allen McGinley, Library Director; Jacqueline Quinn, Senior Librarian; Dr. 

Henry Pruitt, Town Council Liaison; and Cheryl Baker, Friends Liaison. 
 
Minutes 
Upon motion by Evalyn Brownstein (Karen Langford second) the minutes of the April 2019 
meeting were accepted without change. Paul Ostrow abstained from this vote. 
 
Friends’ Report  
Cheryl Baker reminded us of the upcoming Book Sale; collection has already begun and will 
continue through May 12. May 16-17 is the soft opening (for Friends’ members only), and 
general sales will be held from May 18-21. This is the Friends’ 40th anniversary year and their 
Annual Spring Fling was festive and highly enjoyable. 
 
Director’s Report 
 

1. Circulation: While some of our figures are skewed by last month’s very successful 
Makers’ Day, attendance and activity this month were quite good as well. Circulation 
itself was down, skewed perhaps by the holiday schedule. 
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2. Buildings and Grounds: We continue to experience problems with our front doors; 
replacing them appears to be our best option. We have been assured that we have 
funds in the budget to cover this expense. 

 
3. Equipment: We also continue to have issues with our public printer, which was out of 

commission for several days this month. Repaired for $300 but we will need to replace it 
quickly. In response to a query by Karen Langford, the Board was advised that the 
purchase of a replacement printer need not go out for bid. 

 
4. Budget: The Town Council formally adopted the Library Budget for 2019. As expected, 

our proposed budget was cut (by less than 1%).  The $500,000 bond set by the Town 
Council does not appear in our current budget lines but is available to us, set aside in a 
previous budget. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
The invoice list and related information was reviewed and upon motion by Karen Langford 
(Benjy Burnat, second) accepted without objection. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Barbershop Project: Lillian Lewis noted that while one barbershop on Queen Anne Road is 
engaged in this project, we need to follow through to get other shops involved. 
 
New Business: 
 

1. Collection Development Policy: Utilizing templates from BCCLS, Denver Public Library, 
and from his own previous Library experience, Director McGinley presented for approval 
a set of guidelines to govern how we are to evaluate the purchase and acquisition of 
materials for our physical and digital collections while meeting the objectives of servicing 
our community and its changing needs. Upon the recommendation of the President, we 
tabled discussion on this proposal until the Board has had time to review its contents. 

 
2. Strategic Planning: It was recommended that we establish a Strategic Planning 

Subcommittee. To this end, a broad timeline, spanning three phases over six months, 
was presented for this Committee’s activities. No action was taken by the Board yet. 

 
Communications 
 
Karen Langford, a longtime Trustee, announced her resignation. She plans to relocate to 
Florida. Upon motion by Paul Ostrow (second Benjy Burnat), Ms Langford’s resignation was 
accepted (reluctantly). We all congratulated her, thanking her for her years of dedication and 
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service. Evalyn Brownstein urged Dr Pruitt to press the Town Council to increase its efforts at 
completing our complement of Trustees. 
 
Closed Session 
 
President Charles moved the Board into closed session for the discussion of personnel items. 
 
Personnel 
 
President Charles moved the meeting reopen. Director McGinley announced the retirement of 
Kay Roseen, Senior Library Assistant, Youth Services Department, which will take effect on July 
31. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Upon motion by Paul Ostrow (Evalyn Brownstein, second) the meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 
 

 
Myron Chaitovsky, Secretary 
Prepared by Allen McGinley 
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